The Coming, of the Portuguese

complete. Mahmud Shah, died in 1518, and with
Mm the Bahmanid power came to an end,
though during the following eight years three
sons and a grandson grasped at the shadow of a
throne after the reality had passed away, and
proclaimed themselves kings of the magnificent
empire which the nerveless hands of their pre-
decessors had been unable to retain. In the
meantime the disintegration of Mohammedan
power in the Deccan had resulted in the trans-
ference of the position of predominant kingdom
of South India from the Bahmani empire to
Vijayanagar; and though it was not until 1520
that the victory of the latter at Raichur enabled
it to enter upon the epoch of its crowning
glory, it was to their trade and friendship with
Vijayanagar that the early prosperity of the
Portuguese in their commerce with South India
was, both before and after that event, in no
small measure due.

During the seventy or eighty years that suc-
ceeded the first voyage of Vasco da Gama to
India a number of travellers visited India and
left accounts of varying value. The majority of
these writers shed light mainly on two king-
doms, that of Vijayanagar and that of Calicut.
Though the earliest of these came to India some
sixty years before the latest, they yet fall natu-
rally into the same category, and call for collec-
tive attention. One only of the famous tra-
vellers during the rise of the Portuguese
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